Worldwide,
there are less than
3000 wild tigers left.

In the 1950s, Malaysia had about 3000 tigers,
but today, numbers have dropped to about
500. In the last century, three tiger sub-species,
Balinese, Javan and Caspian figers have been
exterminated, and the South China tiger dangles
dangerously on the precipice of exfinction.
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The Malayan figer is one of the remaining six sub-species. The tiger is primarily threatened s
by poaching, loss of habitat, over hunting of prey, and retaliatory kiling due to conflict with people. L
The tiger worldwide has lost 93% of its original habitat, and suffered a 97% drop in its population.

Threatened tigers

Some people believe eating the flesh of the tiger, or taking medicines
made from its body parts, will make them stronger and healthier. Some
believe figer parts have magic powers and are worn for protection or
displayed for decoration.

People also compete with the figer to hunt prey species such as deer
and wild pig. lllegal and unconirolled hunfing of these species limif
food available to tigers.

When tigers don't have enough to eat, they may be driven to attack
domestic livestock. This leads to human-tiger conflict, as the villagers
suffer financial loss and difficulty, and often live in fear.

Sometimes, people are attacked by tigers, causing death or injury. As
a result, the tiger may be killed by angry villagers, or captured by the
authorities and sent to a zoo for the rest of its life.

The disappearance of forests is also of great concern for the survival of
the tiger, which needs large, contiguous blocks of forest. Forests,
nowever, are cleared for agriculture, highways, human settlements
and other dg}velopmen’r. Less than 4% of Peninsular Malaysia’s virgin
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‘ Extinction is forever. There is no turning back. 4 \ SETETIeEREOn
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