


Provocative posters of snared animals, dead or 
injured, were used to garner concern and 
encourage reporting of poaching and illegal 
wildlife trade. The emphasis was on making people 
understand that these inhumane crimes are 
happening in their backyards and possibly by 
people they know. The need for accurate and 
timely information sent to the hotline was stressed, 
as was the fact that, in return for good information, 
a reward could be given.

Volunteers mingled with the crowds, encouraging 
members of the public to push for improved 
national wildlife legislation and almost 800 petition 
signatures were collected.  The petition, launched in 
December 2007, is a joint effort of MNS, TRAFFIC, 
WCS and WWF-Malaysia to call for the urgent 
review and amendment of the outdated Protection 
of Wild Life Act 1972. To date, more than 12,000 
signatures have been collected towards the target 
of a 100,000 by June 2009. 

Magnets and shopping bags, both emblazoned 
with the Tiger Crime Hotline number, were 
distributed to the local communities at
the market during the event and after,
shops in the town were asked to
take the remaining for distribution
to their customers.

At the Pasar Malam outreach,
also held in Gerik, volunteers scoured
the market in highly visible costumes to talk to 
shoppers and stall managers while collecting 
signatures and distributing the magnets. The team 
reached out to an estimated 2,000 people during 
these two programmes.

Outreach in local markets

The stall proved highly popular, with the display of 
authentic tiger parts including a tiger pelt, sambar 
deer trophies, snares and traditional medicines 
derived from tiger parts. Audio clips to publicise the 
Tiger Crime Hotline and produced in collaboration 
with HOT FM, FLY FM and MY FM, grabbed the 
attention of the crowd, who stayed to learn more 
about wild animals in trouble and how they can help. 
The clips are currently airing on national radio as part 
of the MYCAT campaign.



Outreach in local schools

Education programmes based on WCS’ Teachers for 
Tigers were conducted at one secondary and two 
primary schools. The programmes, held at SMK Felda 
Bersia, SK RKT Bersia and SK Basia Lama targeted 600 
students, aged between 10 and 16. 

The students learned about tigers in culture, the 
importance of saving this top predator and the 
factors which threaten this species. To wrap up the 
programme in SK Basia Lama, a sketch was staged, 
with costumed animal characters expounding the 
need for better protection of wildlife in their habitat.

Wildlife stewardship

Cultivating and nurturing conservation-minded 
Malaysians is one of MYCAT’s key objectives, and this 
extends not just to the audiences of the outreach 
programmes, but also to the volunteers who we 
engage and train to deliver these programmes. 

Special care is taken to select motivated individuals, 
who are then trained by experts and mentored by 
staff from the MYCAT partners. This ensures that the 
programme achieves its goals and empowers the 
volunteers to take part in what is important to them. 
There were several familiar faces at the Gerik 
outreach, many who expressed interest in doing more 
and even pursuing a career in conservation. Such 
efforts by MYCAT to nurture these dedicated 
individuals is a testament to its commitment to 
change the level of wildlife stewardship among 
Malaysians.

Conclusion

MYCAT partner staff in the area who interviewed 
some locals two weeks after the programme 
reported that they were still talking about the 
outreach, and mentioned that the unusual approach 
taken at the Pasar Tani and Pasar Malam was of great 
interest. Some indicated the need for more 
programmes to be conducted. Such response is 
extremely encouraging, even if it is only suggestive of 
initial success. The long-term impact of this 
programme will be measured over time to give a 
clear result of its effectiveness.




